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PANEL 2: PHILIPPINE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

Manufacturing, Logistics and Mining 
 

Introduction of Guest Speaker and Panel 
Mr. Guenter Taus 

President, European Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines 
 

Guenter Taus: Good morning, thank you very much. It was very interesting first panel discussion and I 
am sure there is much more to come. 

It gives me great pleasure to greet all the delegates at our Arangkada Philippines Forum on 
Implementing the Ten Point Agenda and to introduce our second panel. 

Panel Two will discuss Manufacturing, Logistics, and Mining. These sectors involve most of the 
key challenges to achieving an Industrial Revolution in the Philippines. It has always been a hot subject 
on manufacturing as well as on mining.  

While Manufacturing in the country has been growing at a strong rate of 8-9% per annum, most 
production is for the domestic market to meet demand from the consumption driven economy. Why is 
the Philippines not a top export economy in ASEAN? Vietnam, for example, exports over $200 billion a 
year, five times the Philippines. If you look back in history, the Philippines has been at this much longer 
than Vietnam and Dan (Lachica) will agree with me on that. Why are we not moving forward at a rate 
that we could and we should?  

What are some challenges and solutions to having efficient logistics at competitive cost in the 
Philippines? As Michael Raeuber mentioned earlier, logistics is very expensive in the Philippines and to a 
certain extent, very inefficient. Why can we not address those issues for all these years we have been 
exporting and yet we have not really address that part? 

            And why is this country, which is so rich with abundant minerals, unable to realize its mining 
potential? Again, a question that has been there for many years and nobody seems to really attend to it. 

            Our panel will help to answer these questions. 

            In this manner we are pleased that joining us today to speak is one of the busiest men in Manila, 
Mr. Joey Concepcion. Joey wears several important hats. He is the President and CEO of one of the 
country’s leading business groups namely RFM Corporation. He is Presidential Advisor for 
Entrepreneurship and Chairman of the ASEAN Business Advisory Council in the year the Philippines is 
hosting ASEAN’s 50th anniversary. Joey has been probably in the news lately more than the President 
himself so I am sure you are all familiar with his face and hardly the least of his accomplishment in his 
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passion in supporting and mentoring SMEs as the founder of the Philippine Center of Entrepreneurship 
Go Negosyo. 

Let me invite Mr. Concepcion to make his remarks please. He will be followed by the panel 
discussion. We have of course Tony Abad here as our moderator for this session and four experts for 
Manufacturing, Logistics, and Mining, and a brief open forum. Thank you very much and enjoy the panel 
discussion number two and I am sure you are going to enjoy that.  

 


